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President’s Corner !
Thanks to donations from supporters of the 
Denver-Senegal Humanitarian Foundation, first-
graders in rural Diaocounda had a successful 
2014-15 school year in their newly completed 
classroom. In addition, generous donations 
allowed DSHF to purchase desks to properly outfit 
the classroom.  

In Diorbivol, DSHF not only provided supplies for 
students during the past year, but also donated to 
the expansion of “le college” or the junior high 
school building. The village has counted on the 
generosity of ex-patriot citizens to fund the initial 
building as well as the expansion of the junior high 
school building, but in both cases, needed outside 
assistance from DSHF to complete the projects. 
Since the initial junior high school structure was 
completed, the school has seen an influx of 
students from neighboring villages. Because it is 
closer than other junior high schools in the area, 

students can walk or ride bicycles to school. 
Parents of these students no longer have to pay 
the additional expense of room and board to have 
their children continue school past 6th grade, 
which in the past, has been a significant hindrance 
to further education. Thus, the need for expansion! 
Once the new classrooms are complete, the 
government will provide more teachers. !
Diacounda students are now facing a similar 
dilemma. Since 2008, when DSHF began 
providing books and supplies for the elementary 
school in this village, more students have been 
able to attend and succeed at school. This past 
year, those students who were first graders when 
DSHF began helping, completed elementary 
school and successfully passed their continuation 
exams. However, the nearest “le college” is in 
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Students in the old thatch-roofed classroom.

The new first grade classroom.



 Saré Yeroba, a village 5 km away. Traveling to the 
school would mean a 10 km round-trip “en 
brousse” (through the bush) each day. The 
children would have to walk through an 
unpopulated wooded area on a path made only by 
foot traffic and bicycles. !
It is a thrill to see the progress the students have 
made during their elementary years, yet to 
continue with their education they will have to find 
a way to safely get to school and back. This 
creates a challenge, a good challenge since so 
many students and their families are eager for 
them to succeed, but a challenge nevertheless. 
The village has asked us to provide bicycles for 
students who will be traveling to Saré Yeroba 
during the academic year. DSHF has proposed 
purchasing 35 bicycles for the school to loan to 
students during the school year, giving the 
students a safer option for their commute. Due to 
the short time to raise the money before school 
starts, we have created a GoFundMe account to 
get the word out. Please find more detailed 
information in the newsletter. !
This September, DSHF will again purchase the 
requisite supplies and books for elementary 
schools in both Diaocounda and Diorbivol as well 
as the middle school in Diorbivol. Your past 
support has provided an opportunity for the 
children of Diorbivol and Diaocounda that would 
not have been available to them otherwise. Please 
continue to contribute to their enrichment through 
education. Their empowerment will result in 
stronger communities and better lives. Also, 
please consider contributing to the purchase of a 
bicycle that will allow students an easier commute 
to their next learning experience. !
Jam Tan (peace only), 
Theresa Neuroth !!!!!!
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purposes.  
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Senegalese students and the distribution 

of  humanitarian aid in Senegal. !
The Denver-Senegal Humanitarian 

Foundation is a non-profit, tax-exempt 
charitable organization under Section 
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Join The Bicycle Campaign !
Almost everyone in the United States receives a bicycle 
some time during his or her childhood years. For some it is 
a new toy, for others a way to get to a friend’s house or to 
school during nice weather. During teen years and into 
adulthood, bikes  become more specialized – trail bikes, 
road bikes, racing bikes. Then there are the red bikes of 
Denver B-Cycle, the ones you rent at a bicycle kiosk when 
you need transportation.  But for children in Diaocounda, 
Senegal a bicycle means being able to continue their 
education past the 6th grade.  The nearest junior high 
school is 5 km away at Saré Yeroba. To reach it, students 
have to walk through an unpopulated, overgrown wooded 
area on a narrow footpath. They have to leave early in the 
morning and return late in the afternoon, having little time 
to complete chores and homework before dark. Animals 
and snakes are also a concern for parents who are 
reluctant to allow their children to commute to school on 
foot. !
That’s where DSHF comes in. The village has asked 
DSHF to provide 35 bicycles for the children who 
successfully finished elementary school in the village last 

year and passed their government tests. The school would 
purchase the bicycles with the money DSHF fundraises 
and lend them to students during the school year. At the 
end of the year the bicycles would be returned to the 
school and secured there over the summer break. Bicycles 
would provide a faster and safer means of commuting to 
school each day and can be used by village students for 
many years to come. !
Please join DSHF in supporting these students by 
donating to the bicycle fund. The bicycles cost $100 
apiece, and 35 are needed to provide transportation this 
school year. Because DSHF would like to provide the 
$3,500 for the bicycles by the beginning of the school year, 
a GoFundMe site has been created for this purpose. You 
can find it at the following link:   http://gofund.me/
bikesforeducation.  If you would like to send a check 
directly to DSHF, please designate The Bicycle Campaign. !
These students have worked hard during their elementary 
school years, and they deserve the opportunity to continue 
their education. Please consider a gift that will transport 
them to the next level. 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The Ebola Outbreak and Senegal !
Senegal escaped the devastation created by the Ebola epidemic in the West African countries of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra 
Leone. Many have been curious as to why Senegal didn’t suffer the same fate as its neighbors. Even though Senegalese 
healthcare facilities are not equal to those in the U. S., they are superior to those found in the three affected countries. Another  
factor is stability. Liberia and Sierra Leone have been involved in long wars that have decimated their healthcare systems. Just 
as those infrastructures began to improve again, the Ebola virus appeared.  !
Due to lack of awareness, many people living in those countries were infected while participating in the cultural traditions 
surrounding burial. Infections were passed through contact with the very contagious and the deceased. Because West Africa 
had never had an outbreak, Ebola was never considered when individuals became ill. As Ebola’s symptoms of infection are 
easily confused with those of more common and less lethal viruses often found in the region, treatments were routine. 
However, once Ebola was properly diagnosed, these countries, as well as neighboring countries including Senegal, put strict 
protocols in place and closed borders with infected countries. !
An infected student who arrived in Dakar, the capital of Senegal, was immediately isolated, and a search began for any who 
had been in contact with him. The vigilance of officials in following those protocols calmed the fears of most Senegalese. 
Individuals with Ebola-like symptoms were treated with extreme caution. Even those who were quite close to the border with 
Guinea realized it was unlikely the virus would come over the border because the infected regions of Guinea were quite 
distant from the Senegalese-Guinea border, and the border was now closed. !
It is unfortunate that so many, including vital healthcare workers, died. Now healthcare infrastructure will have to be 
reconstructed, especially in Liberia and Sierra Leone. The loss of healthcare providers will impact them for years. The United 
Kingdom’s, The Lancet, recently published an article discussing the trauma this disaster has created for pregnant women. The 
support that was previously available during pregnancy is gone, and infant mortality will surely rise due to the loss of so many 
nurses and midwives.The non-profit, Doctors Without Borders, was active during the entire epidemic and has some interesting 
articles on their website. The following links are to these articles, as well as the one from The Lancet: !
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(15)00065-O/abstract !
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/article/ebola-west-africa-selected-msf-authored-medical-articles !
!
What is Trivial Donations Foundation And How Is It Helping DSHF? !
Trivial Donations Foundation (TDF) has been an option on our donation page for the past few years, but what is TDF?  John 
Hayden founded TDF as a way to increase the donations that individuals provide to local Colorado charities. He decided that if 
an individual was willing to donate to a local human services charity, he would provide a matching donation to double the 
impact of the gift.   !
Mr. Hayden was fortunate to survive a cancer diagnosis after working at the Rocky Flats Nuclear Facility. He used part of the 
money he received as compensation for his illness as the foundation for TDF. The contributions of his foundation double the 
impact of individuals who commit to donating $10 per month or $120 per year to help the underprivileged, increasing their 
donation to $20 per month or $240 per year. TDF has provided thousands of dollars to local charities after matching the 
donations of individual donors. !
Denver-Senegal Humanitarian Foundation does not fit TDF criteria. However, Mr. Hayden willingly provided an avenue for 
DSHF to offer this opportunity to donors. Some of DSHF’s contributors have provided the matching funds that are 
administered by TDF when individuals donate on a monthly or annual basis through TDF.  In this way DSHF has been able to 
increase donations through the support of TDF and provide school supplies and textbooks for more students in Senegal. !
Thank you, Mr. Hayden, for your selfless act of helping those in need in Colorado as well as the students in two Senegalese 
villages. A jaraama!  !!
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Direct DSHF Donation 
 Seeda, seeda . . . 
  Little by little . . . 
   Brick by brick . . .  !
 _____Donation toward a bicycle for middle school students in Diaocounda. ($100 provides 1 bicycle.) 
  $________       
 _____I will provide books and supplies for ____students for an academic year at a 
     cost of $_____. ($20 provides books and supplies for one student for one year.) !
 _____Other donation amount. $_____. !

 Send this form with your check payable to DSHF to:  PO Box 271043 
              Littleton, CO  80127 
___________________________________________ 
_ !

Trivial Donations Foundation 
 Trivial Donations Foundation encourages donors to give $10 per month, matches the donation and then sends the 
total contribution to DSHF. Small but significant, the pooled donations add up quickly.                                                                   
www.trivialdonations.com 
Choose one of three ways to donate. 
 1. Billpay. Set up regular monthly payments through your Internet Banking account. 
      Complete your member and Paypal information online at the TDF website. !
 2. Paypal. Set up regular monthly payments through your Paypal account. 
      Complete your member and Paypal information online at the TDF website. !
 3. Direct donation to TDF. 
         a. Make check payable to: Trivial Donations Foundation. 
         b. Note DSHF in the memo section of your check. 
         c. Complete TDF member information at the bottom of this page. 
         d. Mail check and form to: 
   Trivial Donations Foundation  
   6636 Ward Rd.     
   Arvada, CO 80004     
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
TDF Member information: Name: First                                        Last    
     
    Email:      Phone: !
    Recipient: Denver-Senegal Humanitarian Foundation
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*100% of your donation to !
Trivial Donations Foundation is tax 
deductible

*100% of your donation to 
DSHF is tax deductible


