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DSHF TO BEGIN
FUNDRAISING FOR
NEW CLASSROOM
by Theresa Neuroth

Education is important for all
children, but the resources required
for adequate schools are not always
available, especially in rural areas in
the poorer countries of the world.
The village of Diaocounda in
Senegal is such a rural village.
Students who attend the elementary
school in Diaocounda are the
children of subsistence farmers, and
school is their only access to the
world beyond their village.
Education is even harder for these
children because their teachers are
often from different regions of
Senegal and do not share their
common language of Badyaranke.
French, Senegal’s official language,
is spoken from the first day of class.

Elementary school in Diaocounda with the
first grade classroom on the end of the
building.

The school building sits between the
family compounds and the rice
fields making it a central focus in
the village. But Diaocounda’s
primary school is missing one
important feature, a classroom for
its first grade class. The original
structure was built to provide for the
early grades, but as students moved
up in grade level, there were not
enough classrooms. The first grade
was relocated to a temporary
structure that is constructed of
“Y”-shaped logs holding up a
thatched roof and walls of woven
reeds. The ceiling is so low anyone
over 5’7” cannot stand up straight.
Fortunately, the teacher and
principal are of small stature. The
classroom and its students are
exposed to the elements because the
structure does not completely
obstruct the sun, rain, or wind. A
downpour leaves the floor muddy
and the desks wet. During the early
rains it is not unusual for the first
grade class to be canceled.
The village of Diaocounda lacks any
extra income to build an addition on
the existing school. Consequently,
the principal has made a formal
request to DSHF for a permanent
first grade classroom. Diacounda’s
teachers have witnessed
improvements in student work in the
last three years since DSHF has
provided the books and supplies
students need. They feel having a
proper classroom can only result in
more improvements. After much
discussion, DSHF has made the

1

decision to raise the funds to meet
their request.

First graders in their classroom in
Diaocounda.

Please consider assisting DSHF in
financing the construction of this
classroom. Approximately twelve
thousand dollars will provide
materials and labor to complete the
project. That equates to $7 per brick.
If you have supported DSHF in the
past, your contribution has made a
tremendous difference in the lives of
Senegalese children. An additional
gift will support the building of this
classroom. If this is your first
experience with DSHF, please
consider donating the cost of one or
more bricks for the project. (See p.7)
Because Denver-Senegal
Humanitarian Foundation is an all
volunteer organization, it has little
overhead costs. Over 95% of
donations go directly to projects in
Senegal. If you have any questions,
please contact us at www.dshf.org.
DSHF is always more than happy to
provide you with further
information.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
“Seeda, seeda” which means little by little in Pulaar defines the work of the DenverSenegal Humanitarian Foundation. Little by little DSHF is effectively assisting the children
of two Senegalese villages primarily through the purchase of school supplies and books.
Such little successes were evident during the first jet-lagged day in October of last year
that Tony LaChance and I spent in Dakar, Senegal’s capitol, purchasing books and
supplies for two villages, Diorbivol and Diaocounda. We arrived in Senegal anticipating the
purchase of books and supplies in quantities similar to the previous year. But the needs of
the schools did not match the numbers for which we had allocated funds. Student attrition
in both villages had diminished, and, especially in Diaocounda, enrollments had increased
significantly. Cherif Boiro, a teacher there, explained that students were making
improvements on mandatory testing with the aid of the books and supplies, and so have
been continuing on in school. Also, without the economic burden of purchasing school
materials, more parents were sending their children to school. This fabulous news
simultaneously encouraged and discouraged us. We feared our allocated funds would not
support the additional students. Fortunately, due to the large volume of our purchases and
our annual visits to his shop, the shop keeper was able to give us the discount we needed
to meet the increased need.
The excitement of the teachers, a few of whom travel to Dakar to collect provisions for
their students, is one of the highlights of my visits. Because DSHF patronizes the same
shop owner, Moussa Ndianor, during each trip, we were welcome to sit in the shop, better
described as a kiosk, and observe the bartering while drinking tea and greeting passersby.
Tony will tell you that my demeanor changes the minute I hit the airport. It’s an
exaggeration, but only a slight one. It is such a delight to greet the people who have met
us in the past and don’t forget the “toubabs” (white people) that occasionally show up and
buy a lot of books. And since many of the proprietors are Pulaar, this gives me the
opportunity to practice the language before traveling on to either village.
It was inspiring to see all the boxes filled with educational tools to assist the children with
their endeavors due to the generosity of people from our country. And there was an
additional cause for celebration. Two of the boxes were designated for a new class that
was added this school year to the new “college” in Diorbivol. The construction and
development of “Le College” is providing four additional years (our 7th, 8th, 9th, and now
10th grades) of education for students in Diorbivol and surrounding villages. One of the
purposes of this trip was to participate in the dedication of this new school. DSHF had
provided some funding, but it was only through the villagers’ dedication to their children’s
education and their perseverance that the project was completed. It was a well-deserved
celebration.
This trip offered more time to talk with teachers from both villages and see the difference
the school supplies make, not only for the students, but for the teachers too. We discussed
items on their “wish lists” and concluded that a request from Diaocounda should become a
priority for our organization. On past trips, I had visited this village’s first grade classroom.
It consists only of an outdoor area covered by a very low thatched roof. During early rains
school is often canceled for these children. The principal of the school, along with its
teachers, have requested funds to build a classroom, and DSHF has agreed to raise funds
for the project. Please take the time to read more about this need in the newsletter and
consider helping these children acquire a suitable room for learning.
Thank you for all your support. I hope you enjoy the second edition of our newsletter and
continue to support the students in Senegal.
Jam tan (peace only),
Theresa Neuroth
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October Trip a
Whirlwind of
Activity
by Tony LaChance

In late August, 2011 DSHF was
officially invited to the dedication of
the new Diorbivol secondary school.
The village was hopeful that DSHF
would send a delegation to attend
this auspicious occasion. The board
designated Theresa Neuroth and I to
attend the event, and so began our
frantic planning for the trip.

even some fresh roasted
Senegalese peanuts. It took six
hours of negotiations with the book
vendor to obtain the required
supplies, but in the end everyone
was happy. When we were finally
leaving at 10:00 PM the book vendor
requested we stop by earlier next
time. Try explaining American airport
security procedures in Africa!

Tony and Theresa in the book stall in Dakar.

Our flight took off from Denver at
10:00 AM on a Saturday on what
promised to be an easy trip. We
were mistaken. First, our flight was
held over in New York for four hours.
A foreign family had checked their
bags but never showed up for the
flight. We watched from the plane
for three hours as the airline
unloaded and reloaded the plane
three times searching for the bags
with no owners. Finally, we were
allowed to deplane, and shortly after,
the bags were found. We arrived in
Senegal about 3 hours late and had
to wait outside the airport for two
more hours. It is very hard to get
flight arrival times in Senegal, and
our van driver was stuck in traffic
trying to return to the airport. After a
quick shower and wonderful lunch
we headed for the market to
purchase the books and supplies for
the Diorbivol and Diaocounda
schools.
Buying books in a Senegalese
market place is a little surreal, a very
different experience than in the U.S.
In our usual shop keeper’s stall, we
were offered Senegalese coffee and

Knowing the next day would be
taxing, we planned to rise early and
leave town before dawn. We were
ready to leave Dakar by 6:00 AM, but
the van driver was again stuck in
traffic and didn’t arrive until 8:30.
After driving around town picking up
passengers heading to Diorbivol, we
set out. It was now well after 11:00
AM. Mohamadou Cisse, DSHF’s
emissary, insists that people in
Dakar are on international time, but
we knew we had entered the African
Relative Time zone. Our hopes of an
uneventful trip were not to be. Trying
to make up for lost time, our van
driver drove faster than we would
have liked. Dr. Cisse (Mohamadou’s
brother) kept knocking on the
partition between us and the driver,
telling him to slow down. At one
point when the van was on a
construction frontage road, the
detour swung back onto the main
road without warning. Barely making
it around the bend, we noticed that
the car in front of us had not
negotiated the curve and had
flipped . The driver brought the van
to a screeching halt. Everyone piled
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out to assist people in the overturned
car. Miraculously, none of the seven
occupants were hurt. We piled back
into the van, and the survivors were
left with their car to hitch a ride from
the next passing transport. Of
course, the van driver went even
faster to make up for more lost time.
Soon we were on a road paved with
just enough asphalt for one vehicle.
A huge eighteen-wheeler came
barreling down on us from the other
direction. At the last second, our
driver dropped the right tires off the
pavement and onto the dirt shoulder
allowing room for the truck to pass.
Sadly, the bald right front tire couldn’t
take the speed on the rough gravel
and blew out. It took a few tense
moments for the driver to bring the
vehicle to a halt with only three
wheels intact. The tire was a total
loss. As there was no spare, the
driver popped the rim off our small
bus and hitched a ride back to the
last town. An hour later, a motorcycle
pulled up with our driver and another
bald tire. Back on the road, we
prepared ourselves for a really late
night. Our van pulled into the
Diorbivol area at 11:00 PM, twelve
hours after departing Dakar. After
making our way across the river in
complete darkness, we had dinner at
midnight and called it a day after
setting up netting to protect
ourselves from the onslaught of
mosquitoes.
Call to prayer woke us at 5:00 AM.
As usual, we were staying in the Dia
compound with the speaker situated
close by. Still tired, we crawled out of
bed knowing there would be village
bread and warm beignets, French
doughnuts, for breakfast. The fresh
churned butter for the bread was an
added treat. After a morning shower
word came the festivities were about
to begin. After rushing over to the

school there was an hour’s wait as
people slowly trickled in.
The school dedication was a grand
affair. It started with a typical African
welcome dance from the Diorbivol
Women’s Association. All wore their
most colorful African dress. The
gathering was then treated to the
“running of the goats”, a tradition in
some areas of Senegal. The
regional governor and area school
superintendent were both present for
the dedication that followed. It was
evident that Diorbivol had gone
beyond what everyone thought
possible to open this school. The
laudatory speeches went on for
several hours. Ceremonial canoe
races followed the formalities. That
evening we met with the school staff
to discuss options for continued
support of the school system while
the village celebration went on until
2:30 AM with an African
entertainment session.

and permits were filed with the
regional government before approval
was granted to build the school. It
was clear to us that the small spark
that was ignited with our visit in 2007
had grown into the high level of
motivation and activity that has
brought affordable education to all
the children and youth in the area
around Diorbivol.

Celebrating the new secondary school in
Diorbivol with ceremonial canoe races.

The people of Diorbivol have made
considerable progress, but life in
Africa is still harsh. During our short
stay, relatives of two of our traveling
companions died. Each time we
travel to this village, faces we’ve
come to know are missing. But as
Dr. Cisse reminds us, although life in
Africa remains very difficult, efforts
like those undertaken in Diorbivol
make the lives of many people in the
area a bit easier for years to come.

As usual, the call to prayer came at
5:00 AM. Despite being exhausted,
we rose early and met with the
Association for the Development of
Diorbivol, a group formed shortly
after the village decided to build a
secondary school. The extent of the
difficulties they had overcome soon
became evident. Every family in the
village pledged an amount of
financial support before any permits
were requested to prove to the
authorities that this was a viable
project. Then multiple applications

Comparison of the Senegalese educational system
and that of the United States
Sénégal
L’école

United States
La classe

Grade Level

School

Kindergarten

L’école
élémentaire

Le college

Le Lycée

CI

First grade

CP

Second grade

CE1

Third grade

CE2

Fourth grade

CM1

Fifth grade

CM2

Sixth grade

6e

Seventh grade

5e

Eighth grade

4e

Ninth grade

3e

Tenth grade

2nd

Eleventh grade

1st

Twelfth grade

La terminale
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Elementary
School

Junior
High
High
School

Life in a Southern
Village - Diaocounda
By Theresa Neuroth

Diaocounda is an isolated village
with a population of approximately
1,300. The village is located below
the Gambia in Kolda, one of the
southern regions of Senegal. Its
climate is very different from that
found in Senegal’s more northerly
regions where the effects of
desertification have been greater
due to their proximity to the Sahara
Desert. While northern regions
struggle to find enough arable land
for farming, the southern regions
enjoy greater rainfall and are able to
grow a larger variety of crops.

transport people to the weekly
market in Diaobé. Sometimes a
pirogue, a dugout canoe, is used to
cross a nearby river as a shortcut to
reach Kounkané, a large village on
the paved road, about 16 miles
away. But the pirogue must be on
the traveler’s side of the river for it to
be used. If it has been left on the far
side of the river, the traveler must
wait for someone to paddle it back
over or make the longer journey over
land.
Villages in the region are
subsistence farming communities.
Diaocounda’s citizens are able to
grow rice in a field that floods during
the rainy season. They also grow
corn and have small vegetable
gardens inside their compounds.
Some families raise chickens and
goats. Additionally, numerous fruit
and nut trees such as mango,
cashew, orange, grapefruit, banana,
and papaya help meet their dietary
needs. When crops are good, there
is a surplus to sell at market which
brings in money for essentials that
cannot be grown. When crops are
bad, there is no money even for
some essentials.

Map of Senegal.

The village of Diaocounda is
populated by the ethnic Badyaranke,
Fulakunda and Mandinke peoples,
with Badyaranke the predominant
language. The village can be
reached by a forty-five minute motor
bike ride on a dirt road going south
from the main paved road that
stretches east to west. However,
most people access the village on
small walking paths. Bicycles are
also used for local travel.
Because of Diacounda’s isolation its
villagers seldom travel far, but there
is a small van or pickup truck to

Mud huts with thatched roofs in Diaocounda.

Each family has a compound
composed of a number of mud huts
with thatched roofs surrounded by a
fence. Some huts are constructed for
cooking and some for sleeping.
Larger huts usually have an outer
ring or wall of mud bricks still
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covered by the thatched roof. The
space between the inner and outer
walls provides a storage area for
crops after harvest. Since villagers
spend most of their time outdoors,
shade structures are constructed
where trees don’t provide sufficient
shade.
Diaocounda’s school sits in a
prominent place in the village.
Because it is situated between the
family compounds and the rice fields,
most people pass it at least twice a
day going to and from their work in
the fields. The building was never
designed for growth in enrollment.
As a result, the village’s first graders
attend school in an outdoor
classroom with a thatched roof and
woven reed walls. Those children
who complete the 6th grade or CM2
in the Senegalese school system
and do well on their exams must
travel about two and a half miles to
the neighboring village of
Anandécouda to begin 7th grade or
6e.
School is not easy for children in
Diaocounda. French is the official
language, but the majority of children
grow up speaking Badyaranke. They
are immersed in French from their
first day of school, and have
teachers who come from other
regions of Senegal and often do not
speak Badyaranke.
In general, life in a southern farming
village like Diaocounda is stable.
Adult men in the more arid regions of
Senegal must go to the larger cities
to earn money to supplement
farming in their villages. But for the
people of Diaocounda, this stability
also means their exposure to the
outside world is more limited.

A LETTER OF THANKS . . . . .

(translated from French)

Republic of Senegal
School of Diaocounda
Department of Velingara
To the Board of the
Denver-Senegal
Humanitarian Foundation
Subject: Letter of Thanks
Sirs,
For two consecutive years, your NGO the Denver-Senegal Humanitarian Foundation brought invaluable support to the students of our
educational institution.
While using the gift of materials and school supplies you contributed
- An increase in the results of the children’s different assessments (67.04% in 2009 and 81.60% in 2010 in the CFEE {Certificate
of Elementary Studies} and the entrance exam for seventh grade).
- A release of the parents from buying school supplies
For the praiseworthy gesture and so precious for our children, the teachers of Diaocounda, in the name of the Association of
parents and also the students, we express all our gratitude and our acknowledgement and send you our sincere thanks.
The teachers of Diaocounda
Sifadio Boiro

What You Can Do to Help . . .
• Donate the cost of one or more bricks for a permanent 1st Grade classroom.
• Purchase books and school supplies for Senegalese students.
• Use a reloadable King Soopers/City Market card assigned to DSHF to purchase gas and groceries. Reload it with any
monetary amount using cash, check, debit or credit cards. DSHF receives 5% of your expenditures, and you can accrue
points on your own charge card! E-mail Julie (julielachance@comcast.net).
• Use GoodSearch (www.goodsearch.com), as your search engine. Enter DSHF as your charity of choice at the
GoodSearch site, and a small amount will be allocated to the Foundation each time you conduct a search.
• Buy Breakfast Burritos. Members prepare and sell breakfast burritos four times a year. Burritos are sold in three varieties,
(regular, spicy, & meatless), for $2.50 each or 9 for $20. To place an order, email Julie (julielachance@comcast.net).
• Spread the word about DSHF by sharing “Kawtal Sehilaabe” with anyone you think might be interested in the
Foundation’s efforts to help the people of Senegal.
• Visit our website (www.dshf.org) to keep posted on our efforts throughout the year.
• Schedule a DSHF Presentation about Senegal and the Foundation’s efforts there.
• Get involved and become an active member. Volunteering to help make breakfast burritos is a wonderful way to support
DSHF. By attending monthly meetings and becoming involved you can become part of a team that travels to Senegal to
assist in projects and distribute school supplies. Email Theresa Neuroth, President, for information (theresa.neuroth@dshf.org)
6

Seeda, seeda . . .
Little by little. . . .
Brick by brick. . .

Help DSHF Build a Permanent Classroom
for the First Graders of Diaocounda.

$7 - The cost of one handmade cement brick.
$20 - The cost of three handmade cement bricks.
$20 - Provides one student with books and supplies for an academic year.

(Check one of the following.)*
___ I will donate $7 to purchase one brick.
___ I will donate $20 to purchase three bricks.
___I will donate ___ bricks at a cost of $____.
___ I will provide books & supplies for ___ students for an academic year
at a cost of $____.
___ Other donation amount. $____.
Send this form with your check payable to DSHF to: P.O. Box 271043
*100% of your donation to DSHF is tax deductible.
Littleton, CO 80127
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